Journalofthe Royal Society0/Medicine Volume 73July 1980 bilirubin metabolism, viral hepatitis and chronic hepatitis. There are useful sections on paediatric liver disease, postoperative jaundice and the anaesthetic management of patients with liver disease. One could criticize the allocation of so much space to subjects such as choledochoscopy, alpha-l antitrypsin deficiency and portasystemic shunting for metabolic disease, when congenital hepatic fibrosis, the Budd-Chiari syndrome, venoocclusive disease and sclerosing cholangitis get only a brief and fragmented mention.
These, however, are but minor criticisms and I can strongly recommend the volume as the best large textbook of hepatology currently available. The editors are to be warmly congratulated. Possibly as a result of the translation most of the subject matter is dealt with in a somewhat staccato manner, almost as a series of questions and answers, but the questions asked are good and the replies are sound. There are a number of simple and clear diagrams.
There is much to commend in this book and the author is to be congratulated on the clear way in which he explains the problems.
JWPGUMMER

Consultant Surgeon CentralMiddlesex Hospital. London
Experimental Skin Grafts and Transplantation Immunity: A recapitulation D L Ballantyne & J M Converse pp 192 US $33.60 Berlin: Springer Verlag 1979 This is a relatively short book concerned almost entirely with reviewing selected aspects of skin transplantation. Graft vascularization, dosage and the reaction patterns of first and second set allografts are documented in very great detail, extending to whole chapters on acute and chronic rejection, and the behaviour of preserved skin grafts.
It is quite liberally illustrated, especially with photomicrographs of rejection, and extensively referenced (39I). However, only 16%ofthe papers quoted are of work done in the past decade, with only IS references to the past five years. As a result the recent huge strides made in transplantation immunology are completely ignored. The title is thus somewhat misleading even though the authors correct this early in their introduction where they admit that no attempt has been made to review the immunogenetic complexities of transplantation immunity and its mechanism of action on skin grafts. Suggestions for further reading reach only to reviews of 1971 and overlook important publications such as Transplantation (now Immunological) Reviews.
Skin is a simple and informative model tissue with which to study transplantation immunity. As such it was widely used in the early days of the subject. Those wishing to recapture the concepts and controversies of that time may enjoy this book: others will find it sadly dated.
ARNOLD SANDERSON
Blond Research Unit Queen Victoria Hospital. East Grinstead
The Hypertensive Patient A J Marshall & D W Barritt (ed) pp 517 £26.50 London: Pitman Medical 1980 The authors are mainly well known and distinguished contributors to the subject, but unfortunately the status of some of the new writers is not readily identifiable. The high quality of the chapters leaves little to be desired and this will become a most valuable work of reference. Nothing relevant has been omitted and the section on pathology by Goldby and Beilin is particularly good, although it omits mention of Lendrum's classical observations on insudation of the arterial wall which is now so important in the pathogenesis of the changes. Although the structural changes in the arterioles play a part in elevating vascular resistance, they follow the development of some underlying disorder in which the fundamental defect of arteriolar regulation is based. The major manifestation of the disorder is elevated blood pressure and the use of pressure-lowering drugs is merely a method to bypass or delay the consequences of a deeper fundamental process. It is now 30 years since direct clinical observations by Smirk showed the reversal of the 'strain' effects of severe hypertension by keeping the pressure low. There is no significant strain involvement in mild hypertension to which much effort is now directed. The recent American trial shows a
